Unplanned Pregnancy Counseling
Outreach to Teen Parents
Adoption

APO

APO is Celebrating a Year of Milestones!
From the Desk of Kim Schams, RN Executive Director

In the fall of 1997, Planned Parenthood announced plans to build an abortion clinic in Bryan, Texas.
This certainly created a stir in our community and the letters to the editor in the local newspaper were
spewing opinions left and right. I was deeply impacted by one particular pro-choice letter. It read,
“I have yet to see the pro-life community walk in her shoes, buy her groceries, find her a place to live,
take her to the doctor or adopt her child.” That got my attention. In the midst of arguing pro-life vs.
pro-choice, we seemed to lose sight of the emotional and physical needs of the women in desperate
situations. Yes, we had (and still have) a wonderful crisis pregnancy center, Hope Pregnancy, which
meets women at the pinnacle of their crisis. But who was there for the “now what?” Once a woman
decided against abortion, who would be there to walk her through the rest of the pregnancy?

After reading that letter in the paper, I vowed to do something. I researched organizations and learned from the best. In
March of 1998, Aggieland Pregnancy Outreach was incorporated and had its 501(c)3 status and a new ministry was born!

I started providing support services for pregnant women - helping them find whatever resources they needed while at the
same time providing them with emotional and spiritual support. For those considering adoption, I took them to Christian
agencies in Houston or Dallas. (The social workers in those agencies were instrumental in helping me formulate the
adoption services that APO now provides.)
Many times I felt overwhelmed and underqualified, but a dear friend gave me
sound advice that I have returned to over and over again. She said, “Kim, if
you just love the girls and point them to Jesus, the rest will fall into place.”
That’s exactly what has been happening for the past 20 years!

Going through the necessary steps to get APO licensed
as an adoption agency was more difficult than I could have
imagined. It’s a good thing I jumped in before knowing all
the details or I likely would have run far and fast!

114 babies like Emily have found their
adoptive parents through the services of
Aggieland Pregnancy Outreach

The learning curve was steep, but over time, I hired staff,
and wrote volumes of policies, procedures, forms and
curriculum. When complete, the licensing authorities sifted through our work, and in December
2002, they gave us the thumbs up. APO officially became an adoption agency.

We recognized an unsettling trend in our pregnancy counseling - the younger the pregnant girl and
the more dysfunction in her family situation, the more likely she was to choose single parenting over
adoption - many hoping their baby would make them feel loved. However, as professionals, we know
children born to young, single mothers without strong support face an 80% higher risk for abuse and
neglect. Our hearts were breaking for these babies.
So, in 2006 we created The Mama Club and later the Real Men to provide support services to teen
parents. We partner with Young Life ministry and have mentored over 700 teen moms and dads.
Lives are changed every week and we are blessed to be on the front row witnessing God’s handiwork!
Go to APO’s website to see videos and more details about this amazing program.
www.PregnancyOutreach.org/about

Milestones continued on page 2.

Milestones continued from page 1.
On July 1, 2018, we
moved to a new location
on Harvey Road in
College Station. The
build-out process took 3
years as we encountered
many frustrating delays.
In hindsight, however,
the delays were a
blessing. We had more time to raise funds and
were able to pay for all the construction expenses
as they trickled in. We incurred no debt!

Teen moms shop
at our new
Mama Store with
Mama Bucks
they earn when
attending our
outreach program.

We are forever grateful for all the contractors
who donated and discounted their services.
Over $186,000 worth of services and materials
were given to APO’s new ministry center. The
biggest shout-outs go to Bluestone Partners,
Elite Electric, Climate Doctors, and Pact Design.
Please go to our website to see the complete list
of generous contractors.
www.pregnancyoutreach.org/thank-you-contractors/

Your Donations Make All the Difference
Benevolence:
Meet immediate needs of a young pregnant woman:
One month’s rent:
$500
One week of groceries: $75
One tank of gas:
$40
Marketing:
Enable more young girls to know about adoption as
an alternative to abortion
Pro-Adoption billboard for one month: $750
Direct mail postcard per 1,000 students: $500

Volunteer Needs

1) We are looking for an experienced mom to oversee the
Mama Club nursery on Thursday nights during the
school year. She will supervise approximately 20 Aggie
volunteers who care for 30-40 children.
2) We are looking for an experienced mom to lead / teach
the older children in the nursery (ages 3-6) on Thursday
nights. Contact Diane Brown for more information:
Diane@pregnancyoutreach.org or 979-764-6636
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The Mama Club -Teen Parents:
Educational Materials:
$35 per mama per
semester
Nursery Supplies:
$10 per baby per
semester
Board books for children: $70 for 10 books
Diapers:
Consider hosting a diaper drive. All sizes
needed. We have seen a 40% increase in
attendance in our Mama Club program since
moving to our new facility. The influx of teen
parents has brought more challenges - our
supply of diapers has run out .

After shopping in the Mama Store on Thursday nights,
teens head to the check-out lines in APO’s lobby.

Eat at Roadhouse

December 6th 11 am -1 pm

Join us for our annual fundraiser at Texas
Roadhouse in College Station. There’s no
program, it’s just lunch! Any amount you
choose to pay for lunch goes directly to
Aggieland Pregnancy Outreach.

Donate online: PregnancyOutreach.org/donate-now
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We’re so much wiser
this time around!

by Erin Joyner

When I taught in public school, I saw such a need for fostering and adopting children
from difficult situations. I knew back then I would adopt some day. When Kevin and I
were first talking about getting married, we both agreed that the Lord was calling us to
adopt at some point. Twenty years and four biological sons later, the desire to adopt
continued to tug at our hearts.
We started the adoption process with Aggieland Pregnancy Outreach in 2015, attended
the adoption education seminar, completed our home study, created our life book....
and waited. In November of 2017, a young pregnant girl was considering adoption and
looked through the life books of APO’s waiting-to-adopt families. In our book, she saw
a picture of some of our friends who were also friends of her family. That connection
convinced her we were the right parents for her baby.

Erin, Kevin, and baby Myles
She went into labor on December 8, 2017 and we rushed to the hospital to be with her.
Our son, Myles, was born a few hours later. Although APO tried to prepare us for the hospital stay, we quickly learned that
no amount of training could prepare us for such an overwhelming, draining and drama-filled two days. Our case workers
from APO were by our sides and were the absolute biggest help. They
were truly the hands and feet of Jesus throughout the whole experience.
We cannot express how thankful we were to have them.
We later learned that the friends we had in common with the birthmom
had been praying fervently for her and her unborn baby earlier in the
pregnancy when she was considering abortion. The Lord was and is
VERY interested in sparing the life of our son for HIS plans and purposes.
We have an open adoption and remain connected to Myles’ birth family.
It’s hands down the best thing for him. I’ve seen closed adoptions and
witnessed the pain this causes for adoptees, both as children and adults.
It is like a wound that will not heal. Although they are thankful for their
adoptive parents, there’s definitely a piece of their heart missing.
With open adoption, our son can have all his questions answered and
he will be able to see that the people who gave him life continue to
Our four older boys are amazing. Could I be more
love him. We have grown to deeply love Myles’ birth family. This past
proud of my kids at this moment? I don’t think I
year we have seen the Lord carry this painful and messy experience and
could. They love Myles like crazy and are the best
create beauty out of the ashes. We
big brothers he could ever hope for.
have seen so much positive change
in their lives as God has drawn them closer to Himself. The members of our son’s birth
family are definitly the heroes in this story!
My thoughts on adoption? It’s messy and wonderful! More people should do it! The Lord
is all about adoption. As Christians, we are adopted and grafted into HIS family. He also
mandates us to take care of orphans (James 1:27). Not everyone is called to adopt, but
everyone can support adoption in some way.
We were nervous about being older parents, but we have loved every single second of
having a baby again. We’re so much better this time around. So much wiser.
So, the lesson is,trust God with HIS timing. It’s always perfect. ALWAYS!
Photos courtesy of All Heart Photography. We are so thankful for
John Mansfield who has donated his photography services to APO for several years!
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Donate online:
PregnancyOutreach.org/donate-now

j

matters.

APO is a 501(c)3, Christian non-profit whose heart is to see that
children born from unplanned pregnancies are raised in loving,
nurturing homes - never to suffer the harm of abuse or neglect.

